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Leveraging IT to Support Health for Older Adults in COVID-19 

Outbreak 

In the healthcare industry, every effort is made to increase life 

expectancy and the quality of life. Inevitably, with increasing life 

expectancy, one of the ways stations of life is old age, and the 

important challenge in this station is to increase life quality (1). 

With the advent of the COVID-19 pandemic, as a crisis, which changed 

all lifestyle patterns, the elderly population suffered the most and 

made many sacrifices (2). 

Given that the old age is associated with chronic diseases require 

constant care, and according to global warnings to strict observance of 

health protocols in controlling Coronavirus disease 2019, older adult 

should be prioritized in receiving health care services and medical care, 

with minimal attendance at communities and health care centers (3). 

Electronic interventions in the form of information technology 

applications could play an important role in the field of health (4). In 

this way, a variety of information technologies such as mobile health, 

telemedicine, and home care could be used to prevent and control 

Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in the most at-risk populations such 

as older adults. These technologies include performing diagnostic 

tests, monitoring fever through smart wearables, monitoring blood 

sugar level, monitoring blood pressure,  providing online counseling, 

visits, and training (5(. 

However, as a country with an aging population, what is important in 

Iran is whether or not the necessary technological infrastructure is 

provided to maintain and improve older adults' health in the midst of 

the COVID-19 crisis or another similar crisis in the future. 

References 

1. Maddux C, Choi N. Relationship Between Health Service Use and Health
Information Technology Use Among Older Adults: Analysis of the US 
National Health Interview Survey. Journal of Medical Internet Research. 
2011; 13(2): e33. 
2. Elman A, Breckman R, Clark S ,Gottesman E, Rachmuth L, Reiff M, et al.
Effects of the COVID-19 Outbreak on Elder Mistreatment and Response in 
New York City: Initial Lessons. Journal of Applied Gerontology. 2020;39(7): 
690-9. 
3. Chukwu E, Da Silva E, Ye J. The Role of Health Technology and
Informatics in a Global Public Health Emergency: Practices and Implications 
From the COVID-19 Pandemic. JMIR Medical Informatics. 2020;8(7) e19866. 
4. Karami M, Hafizi N. E-game in Healthcare: As an E-intervention
to Promote Public Health. Iranian Journal of Public Health. 2016;45(12): 
1662-4. 
5. Zhang C, Song W, Yu H, Ye Q, Zhou J, Wu H. Using Information
Technology to Manage the COVID-19 Pandemic: Development of a Technical 
Framework Based on Practical Experience in China. JMIR Medical 
Informatics. 2020;8(6): e19515. 

Masoumeh Abbasi‑Shavazi  

Ph.D. in Health education, Department of 

Health Education and Promotion, School of 

Public Health, Shahid Sadoughi University of 

Medical Sciences, Yazd, Iran.  

E-mail: mabbasishavazi@gmail.com  ORCID: 

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0573-7429. 

Citation: Abbasi‑Shavazi M. Leveraging 

IT to Support Health for Older Adults in 

COVID-19 Outbreak. Applied Health 

Information Technology 2021; 2(1): 1. 

Received: 03-03-2021 

Accepted: 03-17-2021 

 DOI: 10.18502/ahit.v2i1.6161

Copyright: ©2021 The Author(s);

Published by Shahid Sadoughi University 

of Medical Sciences. This is an open-access 

article distributed under the terms of the 

Creative Commons Attribution License 

(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/b

y/ 4.0/), which permits unrestricted use, 

distribution, and reproduction in any 

medium, provided the original work is 

properly cited.

mailto:mabbasishavazi@gmail.com



