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Abstract

Introduction: Specialized training is the most crucial turning point of education in obtaining the professions related to
medical sciences. Peer learning has advantages, including saving time and eliminating the limitations of traditional
education. The purpose of current educational program during the COVIDyg pandemic was to reduce students’ stress
and more accepted in the parasitology PhD exam.

Method: Faculty members and MsC Students in the Department of Medical Parasitology, Yazd medical university,
performed the present developmental study based on the reference books and curriculum. First, a training virtual
platform was designe using a topic, picture, video of a parasite or parasitic diseases between the learners under the
supervision of all the scientific members. Learners designed questions and their answers for each title in the virtual
platform. In the end, to help the students to participate in the PhD exam, two virtual pre-exams were also designed.
Finally, the satisfaction level of faculty members and students, as wll as their stress level's was evaluate using Excel
software.

Results: Of 25 student participants, six succeeded in the first stage and finally, three of them were accepted in the
second stage of the parasitology Ph.D. exam in the 2021-2022 academic years. Implementation of this peer learning
method was also effective in reducing the stress level of students in the Ph.D. exam.

Conclusion: Considering the success of the peer learning program using virtual learning in current study and more
passing in the Ph.D. exam, it suggests that this plan will be implemented in other educational groups with postgraduate
education.

Keywords: Medical school; Parasitology; Peer assisted learning; Peer education; Yazd
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