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Population aging is considered a result of the demographic shift from 
a high to low level of mortality and decreased fertility rates combined 
with an increase in life expectancy due to the advancements in the 
health sector. Between 2015 and 2030, the number of people aged ≥ 60 
years will increase by 56%, from 901 million to 1.4 billion globally. 
Older person’s numbers will exceed the population of children aged 
0-9 years (1.4 billion against 1.3 billion) (1). Aging is defined as a part 
of life which is not synonymous with illness or disability; however, 
advanced age increases the risk for frailty, chronic disease, disability, 
and increased demand for health care services, including managing 
chronic disease, rehabilitation, home health, community social services, 
and long-term care (2). Older adults generally wish to stay active and 
independent of help and be able to continue living in their own homes 
as long as possible and not being a burden on others. To promote active 
and healthy aging, health interventions should optimize older adults’ 
participation in society. They are defined as the person’s involvement 
in activities providing social interactions with others in the community 
(3). An absence of meaningful occupation and social participation may 
hinder healthy aging and lead to social isolation (4).
Among the factors that could restrict older adults’ social participation, 
disabilities will be experienced by around 42% of adults as they age. 
The International Classification of Functioning, Disability, and Health 
(ICF) is a framework used by rehabilitation specialists, including 
occupational and physical therapies, to understand contributing 
factors in health and disability (5). Occupational Therapy (OT) is 
the only profession that helps people across the lifespan to do the 
things they want and need to do through the therapeutic use of daily 
activities (occupations). OT practitioners are skilled professionals 
whose education includes studying human growth and development, 
emphasizing the social, emotional, and physiologic effects of illness 
and injury (6).
The occupational performance problems encountered by older adults 
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are all-encompassing, about Activities of Daily living 
(ADL: taking care of one’s body), Instrumental 
Activities of Daily Living (IADL: activities to 
support daily life in-home and community), leisure 
activities, social participation, and mobility among 
others (7). OT for older adults focuses on enhancing 
participation in meaningful occupations, maintaining 
independence, and preserving the quality of life. 
Occupational therapists identify personal factors such 
as physical, cognitive, and psychosocial capacities 
and limitations in the meaningful activities that 
“occupy” their time (8). A wide variety of OT services 
can benefit the older population, including those with 
the following conditions:

Chronic back pain and repetitive stress injuries
Limitations following a stroke or heart attack
Arthritis, multiple sclerosis, or other severe chronic 

conditions
Burns, spinal cord injuries, or amputations
Broken bones or other injuries from falls, sports, or 

accidents
Vision or cognitive problems threaten their ability to 

drive and/or perform home/community mobility (9).
OT practitioners address all aspects of aging, from 
wellness strategies to treatment. As studies outlined 

that older adulthood is a time when persons may lose 
and gain varied roles, occupational therapists must 
acknowledge and consider how roles may influence 
social participation for clients on an individual basis. 
Occupation-based interventions can help older adults 
reduce and adapt to the changes and challenges that 
come with aging. In addition, the interventions can 
contribute to aging in place by improving occupational 
performance and participation, increasing the quality 
of life, reducing falls and hospital readmissions, and 
increasing community mobility.

Ethical Considerations
All ethical principles were considered in this article 
based on the Declaration of Helsinki.

Funding
This research did not receive any specific grant from 
funding agencies in the public, commercial, or not-
for-profit sectors.

Conflict of Interest
The authors declared no conflict of interest.

References
1. Shakoor U, Rashid M, Baloch AA, ul Husnain MI, Saboor A. How Aging Population Affects Health Care Expenditures 
in Pakistan? A Bayesian VAR Analysis. Social Indicators Research 2020:1-23.

2. Horowitz BP, Tagliarino J, Look K. Occupational therapy education, attitudes on aging, and occupational 
therapy students and therapists interest in gerontology practice. Physical & Occupational Therapy in Geriatrics 
2014;32(2):136-51.

3. Turcotte PL, Carrier A, Roy V, Levasseur M. Occupational therapists’ contributions to fostering older adults’ social 
participation: A scoping review. British J Occupational Therapy 2018;81(8):427-49.

4. Papageorgiou N, Marquis R, Dare J, Batten R. Occupational therapy and occupational participation in community 
dwelling older adults: A review of the evidence. Physical & Occupational Therapy in Geriatrics 2016;34(1):21-42.

5. World-Health-Organization. International classification of functioning, disability, and health 2002 [Available from: 
http://www.who.int/classifications/icf/training/icfbeginnersguide.pdf.

6. American-Occupational-Therapy-Association. What is occupational therapy? 2021 [Available from: https://www.
aota.org/Conference-Events/OTMonth/what-is-OT.aspx.

http://www.who.int/classifications/icf/training/icfbeginnersguide.pdf
https://www.aota.org/Conference-Events/OTMonth/what-is-OT.aspx
https://www.aota.org/Conference-Events/OTMonth/what-is-OT.aspx


Volume 4  Number 3  Summer 2021 185185185Copyright  2021, Journal of Iranian Medical Council. All rights reserved.

7. Nielsen TL, Petersen KS, Nielsen CV, Strøm J, Ehlers MM, Bjerrum M. What are the short-term and long-term 
effects of occupation-focused and occupation-based occupational therapy in the home on older adults’ occupational 
performance? A systematic review. Scand J Occup Ther 2017;24(4):235-48.

8. Farley E, McCarthy L, Pergolotti M. Rehabilitation strategies in older adult oncology patients: A focus on 
occupational and physical therapy. Current Geriatrics Reports 2017;6(4):255-63.

9. Daley T, Cristian A, Fitzpatrick M. The role of occupational therapy in the care of the older adult. Clin Geriatr Med 
2006;22(2):281-90.

Hosseini S A, et al


