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A R T I C L E  I N F O  ABSTRACT 

ORIGINAL ARTICLE 
 Introduction: The present study investigated one of these types of disease (skin 

cancer) and its relationship with climatic parameters. The aim of this study was 

to investigate the relationship between climate change and skin cancer in 

Ardabil province. 

Materials and Methods: This descriptive correlational study was conducted to 

investigate the effect of six climatic parameters (frost, sunny hours, minimum 

mean humidity, maximum absolute temperature, minimum absolute temperature, 

and mean temperature) on skin cancer in Ardabil province in a 3-year statistical 

period (2012-2014). The data were analyzed using the Spearman correlation 

relationship in SPSS version 24 software, also Minitab version 16 software was 

used for linear interpolation. 

Results: According to the findings, the highest correlation (more than 95%) of 

skin cancer in three cities of Parsabad, Khalkhal, and Ardabil with the climatic 

parameter was related to minimum absolute temperature. However, in Khalkhal 

station in three years of study, sunny hours had the highest correlation and the 

lowest correlation was related to glacial climate parameter in all four cities. It 

can be said that the factors of sunny hours and maximum temperature have an 

effect on the incidence of skin cancer, and the minimum absolute temperature 

increases the exacerbation of this type of disease. 

Conclusion: According to the results of statistical correlation and the effects of 

climatic parameters on skin cancer, it can be concluded that climate parameters 

are one of the effective factors in skin cancer.  
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Introduction 

One of the most important diseases that affect 

human skin is skin cancer. This cancer is among 

the most common cancers worldwide 
1,2

. The 

main cause of skin cancer is constant exposure to 

sunlight and the maximum length of time a person 

is exposed to sunlight 
3,4

. The most common 

malignancy worldwide is skin cancer, which is 

associated with high disability and relatively low 

mortality. The origin of skin tumors can be basal 

layer cells, squamous cells, melanocyte cells, 

immune cells, skin appendages, connective tissue, 

vascular or metastatic tissue. Cancer ranks first 

among men and second among women 
5-7

. The 

incidence of skin cancer is higher in white and 

older men. Although many genetic factors have 

been implicated in the development of skin 

cancer, the most important factor in skin cancer is 

sunlight and skin type. Skin cancer is a major 

public health problem 
8-10

. Skin cancer is one of 

the most common cancers, especially in sunny 

areas, and this area is also one of the sunny areas 
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and skin cancer is common in this area. The most 

common skin cancer in men is the high 

prevalence in people over 50 years of age. Skin 

cancer is one of the most common types of cancer 

that about one third of new cases can be 

prevented and also one third of cases can be 

treated due to early detection and appropriate 

capabilities 
11-13

. Researchers have studied the 

incidence and geographical distribution of skin 

cancer in Kurdistan Province of Iran. The results 

showed that men's lifestyle and their occupational 

exposure to the sun can be an important risk 

factor in the growth of skin cancer in Kurdistan 

Province. The expected correlation between skin 

cancer incidence in cities and the geographical 

distribution of the global index of solar UV 

radiation was not observed. More complete 

research is needed in this field 
14-16

. Researchers 

have studied the incidence of skin cancer in 

Isfahan province. The results showed that the 

incidence of skin cancer in Isfahan province was 

not significant. However, given the increase in 

incidence and also the double incidence of this 

cancer in men compared to women, it is required 

to educate people to use protective equipment and 

do more research on the risk factors for the 

disease
17-19

. Researchers have investigated the 

most important factors affecting non-melanoma 

skin cancer using data mining algorithms. The 

results of this study for the first time identified 

the most important factors affecting Non-

Melanoma Skin Cancer (NMSC) using data 

mining. These factors should be considered in 

self-examinations or skin screening tests in high-

risk groups. Also, in future studies, the 

participation of physiological, ecological, and 

genetic factors in the development of skin cancer 

should be explored 
20-22

. Researchers have studied 

the techniques and steps of diagnosing skin 

cancer with the help of a computer. The results 

indicated that the automatic detection system 

works on two corresponding steps, including first, 

the diagnosis of skin abnormalities, and second, 

the diagnosis of melanoma of benign or 

malignant. This article presents the steps and 

methods of diagnosing skin cancer. It starts by 

useful information of techniques and early stages 

of skin cancer diagnosis for researchers at the 

beginning stage 
23-25

. Researchers have studied the 

pattern of skin cancer in Dammam Medical 

Complex, Saudi Arabia. The results show a lack 

of malignant skin tumors in skin treatment in 

Dammam. However, basal cell carcinoma (BCC) 

and squamous cell carcinoma (SCC) should be 

considered in dermatological surgery. The most 

common skin cancers seen are BCC, SCC, 

Medical fetal scalp blood (MFSB), and 

Myelofibrosis (MF). The BCC and SCC 

distribution site in the present study is similar to 

studies conducted in different parts of Saudi 

Arabia and other countries 
26-28

. Given the limited 

resources available to meet health care needs, 

careful planning for the use of this method and 

the subject of research seems necessary. In the 

current study aimed to monitor and analyze the 

relationship between climatic elements and skin 

cancer in Ardabil province using the correlation 

relationship to show the spatial distribution of 

skin cancer. 

Materials and Methods 

Ardabil province, with an area of about 17867 

km
2
, covers about 1.1 percent of the total area of 

the country, and longitudinally (north-south), with 

geographical coordinates of 4719 to 4855 east 

longitude and 3711 to 3942 north latitude of 

the equator, is located northwest of the Iranian 

plateau (east and north of the Azerbaijani 

plateau). Ardabil province, in its northern part, 

has about 282.5 km of border with the Republic 

of Azerbaijan, of which approximately 159 km, 

Aras river flows. The cities of Aslandooz and 

Bilesvar are the only roads connecting this 

province to the mentioned republic 
29,30,31

. From 

the east, Ardabil province has a border with Gilan 

province (through Talesh and Astara counties) in 

a 175 km long route. The existence of the difficult 

mountain ranges of Talesh and Baghro, like a 

stone wall, has separated these two provinces. In 

the southern region, Ardabil province is bordered 

by Zanjan province through Khalkhal city, in a 

route with an approximate length of 62.5 km 
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32,33,34
. Finally, from the west, it shares a border 

with East Azerbaijan Province of about 324 km. 

Figure 1 reveals the location of the study area in 

Iran and Table 1 shows the coordinates of the 

studied stations in Ardabil province. 

 
Figure 1: Geographical location of the region and stations studied in the country 

 

Table 1: Details of the studied stations in Ardabil province 

Station Longitude Latitude Height (m) 

Parsabad  47 50  39 40 67.2 

Ardabil  48 20  38 20 1332 

Meshginshahr 

Khalkhal 
 47 70 

 48 30 

 38 40 

 37 40 

1568.5 

1796 

 

According to the general purpose of the research, 

which is to monitor and analyze the relationship 

between climatic elements and skin cancer in 

Ardabil province using correlation, in this section 

about the research methodology including: research 

method, population and statistical sample, tools and 

methods data collection, variables and statistical 

methods of research will be discussed 
35,36,37

. In this 

applied, descriptive, and correlational studythe 

relationship between variables was analyzed based 

on the purpose of the research. In this regard, the 

effect of six climatic parameters (frost, sunny hours, 

minimum mean humidity, maximum absolute 

temperature, minimum absolute temperature, and 

mean temperature) on skin cancer in Ardabil 

province in the years 2012 - 2014 was studied 
38,39

. 

Therefore, in order to investigate the effect of 

climatic parameters on skin cancer in Ardabil 

province, first monthly and annual skin cancer 

statistics and information for a 3-year statistical 

period for each city were taken according to 

meteorological data of four cities, including Ardabil, 

Parsabad , Khalkhal, and Meshginshahr. Then, 

SPSS version 24 software and run test and the 

correlation between climatic variables and skin 

cancer statistics were used to ensure the data and 

their homogenization. Excel software was also used 

to prepare charts and tables, and Minitab software 

was used for linear interpolation of climate 

parameters with skin cancer data. Monthly and 

annual statistics were analyzed. 

The software used in the present study according 

to the needs included: 

Excel 2010 software to perform other required 

calculations, 

SPSS software version 24, in the test of 
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homogeneity and accuracy of data, 

ArcGIS software to map the study area, 

Minitab version 16 software for linear 

interpolation mapping. 

Results 

Monitoring and analyzing of the relationship 

between climatic elements and skin cancer in 

Ardabil station 

Investigation of the relationship between climatic 

parameters and skin cancer in Ardabil in 2012:  

According to the correlation results, the 

relationship between skin cancer and temperature 

had a mean correlation of 79%, which is directly 

incomplete and the correlation intensity was very 

strong at 99% confidence level, and its error was 

0.02. The correlation between skin cancer and the 

absolute minimum temperature was 90%, which 

was directly incomplete. This correlation was very 

strong at 99% confidence level and the error was 

zero. The correlation between skin cancer and the 

maximum absolute temperature was 76% which 

was straight incomplete and very strong at 99% 

confidence level and the error was 0.04. The 

correlation between skin cancer and the minimum 

mean moisture was -65% which was inverse 

incomplete and its severity was very strong at 95% 

confidence level and the error was 0.22. The 

correlation between skin cancer and frost was -79% 

which was inverse incomplete. The correlation 

intensity was very strong at the confidence level 

99% and the error was 0.02. The relationship 

between skin cancer and sunshine was 84% which 

was straight incomplete and its intensity was very 

strong at 99% confidence level and the error was 

zero.  

Investigation of the relationship between climatic 

parameters and skin cancer in Ardabil in 2013:  

According to the correlation results using the 

Spearman method, the mean correlation between 

skin cancer and temperature was 70% which was 

directly incomplete and the correlation intensity was 

very strong at the 95% confidence level and error 

rate was 0.11. The correlation between skin cancer 

and the minimum mean temperature was 72% 

which was direct incomplete and the correlation 

intensity was very strong at 99% confidence level 

and the error rate was 0.07. The correlation between 

skin cancer and the absolute maximum temperature 

was 77% and direct incomplete and its intensity was 

very strong at the 99% confidence level and the 

error percentage was 0.03. The correlation between 

skin cancer and the mean absolute humidity was at 

least -20%, which was inversely incomplete and the 

correlation intensity was relatively moderate at the 

0.47% confidence level and the error rate was 

0.53% and the relationship between skin cancer and 

frost was -0.69 which was inversely incomplete and 

very strong at the 95% confidence level and the 

error rate was 0.13. The correlation between skin 

cancer and the amount of sunshine was 66% which 

was directly incomplete and very strong at the 95% 

confidence level and the error rate was 0.18.  

The study of the relationship between climatic 

parameters and skin cancer in Ardabil in 2014:  

According to Table 2, the correlation between 

skin cancer and temperature was 78%, which was 

directly incomplete and the correlation intensity was 

very strong at the confidence level of 99% and the 

error rate was 0.02. The correlation between skin 

cancer and the minimum absolute temperature was 

74% which was directly incomplete and the 

intensity of the correlation was very strong at the 

confidence level of 99% and the error rate was 0.05. 

The correlation between skin cancer and the 

maximum absolute temperature was 82% which 

was directly incomplete. The correlation intensity 

was very strong at the 99% confidence level and the 

error rate was 0.01. The correlation between skin 

cancer and the mean moisture rate was at least -18% 

and the type of correlation was inversely 

incomplete. The correlation intensity was weak at 

the confidence level of 0.43 and the error rate was 

0.57. The correlation between skin cancer and frost 

was -80% which was inversely incomplete and the 

correlation intensity was very strong at 99% 

confidence level and the error rate was 0.02. The 

correlation between skin cancer and sunny hours 

was 56% which was directly incomplete and the 

correlation intensity was strong at the 44% 

confidence level of and the error rate was 0.54 

(Figure 2). 
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Table 2: Correlation of climatic variables and skin cancer in Ardabil in 2014 

   
Skin 

cancer 

Medium 

temperature 

Absolute minimum 

temperature 

Absolute maximum 

temperature 

Mean minimum 

humidity 
Glacial 

Sunny 

hours 

Spearman’s Rho  

Skin cancer 

Correlation 

Coefficient 
1.000 .786** .746** .822** -.183 -.802** .568 

Sig.(2-tailed) . .002 .005 .001 .570 .002 .054 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

  

Medium 

temperature 

Correlation 

Coefficient 
.786** 1.000 .946** .986** -.491 -.941** .804** 

Sig.(2-tailed) .002 . .000 .000 .105 .000 .002 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

  

Absolute 

minimum 

temperature 

Correlation 

Coefficient 
.746** .946** 1.000 .914** -.448 -912** .834** 

Sig.(2-tailed) .005 .000 . .000 .144 .000 .001 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

  

Absolute 

maximum 

temperature 

Correlation 

Coefficient 
.822** .986** .914** 1.000 -.495 -.934** .776** 

Sig.(2-tailed) .001 .000 .000 . .102 .000 .003 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

  

Mean 

minimum 

humidity 

Correlation 

Coefficient 
-.183 -.491 -.448 -.495 1.000 .396 -.730** 

Sig.(2-tailed) .570 .105 .144 .102 . .203 .007 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

  

Glacial 

Correlation 

Coefficient 
-.802** -.941** -.912** -.934** .396 1.000 -.730** 

Sig.(2-tailed) .002 .000 .000 .000 .203 . .007 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

  

Sunny hours 

Correlation 

Coefficient 
.568 .804** .934** .776** -.730** -.730** 1.000 

Sig.(2-tailed) .054 .002 .001 .003 .007 .007 . 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

**Correlation is significant at the 0.01 Level (2-tailed). 

*Correlation is significant at the 0.05 Level (2-tailed). 
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Figure 2: Area diagram of climatic variables and skin cancer in Ardabil in 2014 

 

Monitoring and analyzing the relationship 

between climatic elements and skin cancer in 

Parsabad station 

Investigating the relationships between climatic 

parameters and skin cancer in Parsabad in 2012:  

According to the correlation results, using the 

Spearman method, the correlation between skin 

cancer and mean temperature was 86%, which 

was directly incomplete, and the correlation 

intensity was very strong at the confidence level 

of 99% and the error rate was zero. The 

correlation between skin cancer and absolute 

minimum temperature was 88%, which was 

directly incomplete and the correlation intensity 

was very strong at the confidence level of 99% 

and the error rate was zero. The correlation 

between skin cancer and maximum absolute 

temperature was 77%, which was directly 

incomplete and the correlation intensity was very 

strong at the confidence level of 99% and the 

error rate was 0.03. The correlation between skin 

cancer and mean moisture was -76%, which was 

inversely incomplete and the correlation intensity 

was very strong at the confidence level of 99% 

and the error rate was 0.04. The correlation 

between skin cancer and frost was -71%, which 

was inversely incomplete and the correlation 

intensity was very strong at the confidence level 

of 99% and the error rate was 0.09. The 

correlation between skin cancer and sunny hours 

was 80%, which was indirectly incomplete and 

the correlation intensity was very strong at the 

confidence level of 99% and the error rate was 

0.02.  

Investigation of the relationships between 

climatic parameters and skin cancer in Parsabad 

in 2013:  

According to the correlation results, using the 

Spearman method, the correlation between skin 

cancer and mean temperature was 88%, which 

was an incomplete direct correlation and the 

correlation intensity was very strong at 99% 

confidence level and the error rate was zero. The 

correlation between skin cancer and absolute 

minimum temperature was 87% which was an 

incomplete direct correlation and the correlation 

intensity was very strong at 99% confidence level 

and the error rate was zero. The correlation 

between skin cancer and maximum absolute 

temperature was 83% which was an incomplete 

direct correlation and the intensity of the 

correlation was very strong at 99% confidence 

level and the error rate was 0.01. The correlation 

between skin cancer and mean absolute humidity 

was -41% which was an incomplete direct 

correlation and the intensity of the correlation was 

very strong at 83% confidence level and the error 

rate was 0.17. The correlation between skin 

cancer and frost was -72% which was an 

incomplete inverse correlation and the intensity of 

the correlation was very strong at 99% confidence 

level and the error rate was 0.08.  The correlation 
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between skin cancer and sunny hours was 68%, 

which was an incomplete direct correlation and 

the intensity of the correlation was very strong at 

95% confidence level and the error rate was 0.15.  

Investigating the relationships between climatic 

parameters and skin cancer in Parsabad in  

2014:  

According to Table 3, using the Spearman 

method, the correlation between skin cancer and 

mean temperature was 88%, which was an 

incomplete direct correlation and the correlation 

intensity was very strong at 99% confidence level 

and the error rate was zero. The correlation 

between skin cancer and minimum absolute 

temperature was 90%, which was an incomplete 

direct correlation and the correlation intensity was 

very strong at 99% confidence level and the error 

rate was zero. The correlation between skin 

cancer and maximum absolute temperature was 

85%, which is an incomplete direct correlation 

and the correlation intensity was very strong at 

99% confidence level and the error rate was zero. 

The correlation between skin cancer and mean 

absolute humidity was -57%, which was an 

incomplete inverse correlation and the correlation 

intensity was very strong at 0.50% confidence 

level and the error rate was 0.50. The correlation 

between skin cancer and frost was -88%, which 

was an incomplete inverse correlation and the 

correlation intensity was very strong at 99% 

confidence level and the error rate was zero. The 

correlation between skin cancer and sunny hours 

was 81%, which was an incomplete direct 

correlation and the correlation intensity is very 

strong at 99% confidence level and the error rate 

was 0.01 (Figure 3). 

 

 

 

 
Figure 3: Area diagram of climatic variables and skin cancer in Parsabad in 2014 
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Table 3: Correlation of climatic variables and skin cancer in Parsabad city in 2014 

   
Skin 

cancer 

Medium 

temperature 

Absolute minimum 

temperature 

Absolute maximum 

temperature 

Mean  minimum 

humidity 
Glacial 

Sunny 

hours 

Spearman’s 

Rho 

 

Skin cancer 

Correlation 

Coefficient 
1.000 .889** .908** .859** -.576 -.889** .810** 

Sig.(2-tailed) . .000 .000 .000 .050 .000 .001 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

  

Medium 

temperature 

Correlation 

Coefficient 
.889** 1.000 .988** .977** -.622* -.849** .904** 

Sig.(2-tailed) .000 . .000 .000 .031 .000 .000 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

  

Absolute 

minimum 

temperature 

Correlation 

Coefficient 
.902** .988** 1.000 .951** -.568 -867** .888** 

Sig.(2-tailed) .000 .000 . .000 .054 .000 .000 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

  

Absolute 

maximum 

temperature 

Correlation 

Coefficient 
.859** .977** .951** 1.000 -.712** -.824** .937** 

Sig.(2-tailed) .000 .000 .000 . .009 .001 .000 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

  

Mean  

minimum 

humidity 

Correlation 

Coefficient 
-.576 -.622* -.568 -.712** 1.000 .502 -.768** 

Sig.(2-tailed) .050 .031 .054 .009 . .096 .004 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

  

Glacial 

Correlation 

Coefficient 

-

.889** 
-.849** -.867** -.824** .502 1.000 -.852** 

Sig.(2-tailed) .000 .000 .000 .001 .096 . .000 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

  

Sunny hours 

Correlation 

Coefficient 
.810** .904** .888** .937** -.768** -.852** 1.000 

Sig.(2-tailed) .001 .000 .000 .000 .004 .000 . 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

**Correlation is significant at the 0.01 Level (2-tailed). 

*Correlation is significant at the 0.05 Level (2-tailed). 
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Monitoring and Analyzing of the relationship 

between climatic elements and skin cancer in 

Meshginshahr station 

Investigating the relationships between climatic 

parameters and skin cancer in Meshginshahr in 

2012: 

 According to the correlation results, the 

correlation between skin cancer and mean 

temperature was 93% which was an incomplete 

direct correlation. The correlation intensity was 

very strong at 99% confidence level and the error 

rate was zero. The correlation between skin cancer 

and minimum absolute temperature was 80%, 

which was an incomplete direct correlation. The 

correlation intensity was very strong at 99% 

confidence level and the error rate was 0.02. The 

correlation between skin cancer and maximum 

absolute temperature was 92%, which was direct 

incomplete. The correlation intensity was very 

strong at 99% confidence level and the error rate 

was 0.02. The correlation between skin cancer and 

mean absolute humidity was -72%, which was 

inverse incomplete. The correlation intensity was 

very strong at 99% confidence level and the error 

rate was 0.07. The correlation between skin cancer 

and frost was -91% which was inverse incomplete. 

The correlation intensity was very strong at 99% 

confidence level and the error rate was zero. The 

correlation between skin cancer and sunny hours 

was 83% which was direct incomplete. The 

correlation intensity was very strong at 99% 

confidence level and the error rate was 0.01.  

Investigating the relationships between climatic 

parameters and skin cancer in Meshginshahr in 

2013:  

According to the correlation results, using the 

Spearman method, the correlation between skin 

cancer and mean temperature was 80% which was 

direct incomplete. The correlation intensity was 

very strong at 99% confidence level and the error 

rate was 0.02. The correlation between skin cancer 

and absolute minimum temperature was 83%, 

which was direct incomplete. The correlation 

intensity was very strong at 99% confidence level 

and the error rate was 0.01. The correlation 

between skin cancer and mean temperature was 

80%, which was direct incomplete. The correlation 

intensity was very strong at 99% confidence level 

and the error rate was 0.02. The correlation 

between skin cancer and minimum mean 

temperature was -21%, which was inversely 

incomplete. The mean correlation intensity was at 

0.50% confidence level and the error rate was 0.50. 

The mean correlation between skin cancer and 

frost was -83%, which was inversely incomplete. 

The correlation intensity was very strong at 99% 

confidence level and the error rate was 0.01. The 

correlation between skin cancer and sunny hours 

was 63%, which was direct incomplete. The 

correlation intensity was very strong at 95% 

confidence level and the error rate was is 0.27.  

Investigation of the relationship between 

climatic parameters and skin cancer in 

Meshginshahr in 2014: 

 According to Table 4, the correlation between 

skin cancer and mean temperature was 82%, which 

was direct incomplete. The correlation intensity 

was very strong at 99% confidence level and the 

error rate was 0.01. The correlation between skin 

cancer and minimum absolute temperature was 

85%, which was direct incomplete. The correlation 

intensity was very strong at 99% confidence level 

and the error rate was zero. The correlation 

between skin cancer and maximum absolute 

temperature was 82%, which was direct 

incomplete. The correlation intensity was very 

strong at 99% confidence level and the error rate 

was 0.01. The correlation between skin cancer and 

minimum mean humidity was 21%, which was 

direct incomplete. The correlation intensity was 

pretty mean at 0.06% confidence level and the 

error rate was 0.94. The correlation between skin 

cancer and frost was -91%, which was inverse 

incomplete. The correlation intensity was very 

strong at 99% confidence level and the error rate 

was zero. The correlation between skin cancer and 

sunny hours was 72%, which was direct 

incomplete. The correlation intensity was very 

strong at 99% confidence level and the error rate 

was 0.07 (Figure 4). 
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Table 4: Correlation of climatic variables and skin cancer in Meshginshahr in 2014 

   
Skin 

cancer 

Medium 

temperature 

Absolute minimum 

temperature 

Absolute maximum 

temperature 

Mean minimum 

humidity 
Glacial 

Sunny 

hours 

Spearman’s 

Rho 

 

Skin cancer 

Correlation 

Coefficient 
1.000 .825** .853** .740** .021 -.919** .729** 

Sig.(2-tailed) . .001 .000 .006 .947 .000 .007 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

  

Medium 

temperature 

Correlation 

Coefficient 
.825** 1.000 .965** .930** -.278 -.952** .860** 

Sig.(2-tailed) .001 . .000 .000 .382 .000 .000 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

  

Absolute 

minimum 

temperature 

Correlation 

Coefficient 
.853** .965** 1.000 .874** -.197 -934** .825** 

Sig.(2-tailed) .000 .000 . .000 .540 .000 .001 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

  

Absolute 

maximum 

temperature 

Correlation 

Coefficient 
.740** .930** .874** 1.000 -.460 -.886** .839** 

Sig.(2-tailed) .006 .000 .000 . .132 .000 .001 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

  

Mean minimum 

humidity 

Correlation 

Coefficient 
.021 -.278* -.197 -.460 1.000 .153 -.436 

Sig.(2-tailed) .947 .382 .540 .132 . .634 .157 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

  

Glacial 

Correlation 

Coefficient 

-

.919** 
-.952** -.934** -.886** .153 1.000 -.825** 

Sig.(2-tailed) .000 .000 .000 .000 .634 . .001 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

  

Sunny hours 

Correlation 

Coefficient 
.729** .860** .825** .839** -.436 -.825** 1.000 

Sig.(2-tailed) .007 .000 .001 .001 .157 .001 . 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

**Correlation is significant at the 0.01 Level (2-tailed). 

*Correlation is significant at the 0.05 Level (2-tailed). 

 [
 D

O
I:

 1
0.

18
50

2/
je

hs
d.

v6
i4

.8
15

2 
] 

 [
 D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
fr

om
 je

hs
d.

ss
u.

ac
.ir

 o
n 

20
22

-0
1-

16
 ]

 

                            10 / 17

http://dx.doi.org/10.18502/jehsd.v6i4.8152
https://jehsd.ssu.ac.ir/article-1-356-en.html


 Dastorani M, et al.        Analyzing of the Relationship between Climatic Elements and Skin Cancer 

 JEHSD, Vol (6), Issue (4), December 2021, 1459-75 

1469 

1

Je
h

sd
.s

su
.a

c.
ir

 

1469 

J
eh

sd
.s

su
.a

c.
ir

 

 
Figure 4: Area diagram of climatic variables and skin cancer in Meshginshahr in 2014 

 

Monitoring and Analyzing of the relationship 

between climatic elements and skin cancer in 

Khalkhal station 

Investigation of the relationship between 

climatic parameters and skin cancer in Khalkhal 

in 2012:  

According to the correlation results, using the 

Spearman method, the correlation between skin 

cancer and mean temperature was 81% which was 

an incomplete direct correlation. The correlation 

intensity was very high at 99% confidence level 

and the error rate was 0.01. The correlation 

between skin cancer and absolute minimum 

temperature was 77% which was an incomplete 

direct correlation. The correlation intensity was 

very high at 99% confidence level and the error 

rate was 0.03. The correlation between skin 

cancer and absolute maximum temperature was 

78% which was direct incomplete correlation. 

The correlation intensity was very high at 99% 

confidence level and the error rate was 0.03. The 

correlation between skin cancer and mean 

absolute humidity was -60% which was inverse 

incomplete. The correlation intensity was very 

high at 95% confidence level and the error rate 

was 0.37. The correlation between skin cancer 

and frost was -72%, which was inverse 

incomplete correlation. The correlation intensity 

was very high at 99% confidence level and the 

error rate was 0.08. The correlation between skin 

cancer and sunny hours was 93% which was an 

incomplete direct correlation. The correlation 

intensity was very high at 99% confidence level 

and the error rate was zero. 

 Investigation of the relationship between 

climatic parameters and skin cancer in Khalkhal 

in 2013:  

According to the correlation results, the 

correlation between skin cancer and mean 

temperature was 72%, which was direct 

incomplete. The correlation intensity was very 

strong at 99% confidence level and the error rate 

was 0.08. The correlation between skin cancer 

and absolute minimum temperature was 69%, 

which was direct incomplete. The correlation 

intensity was very strong at 95% confidence level 

and the error rate was 0.13. The correlation 

between skin cancer and absolute maximum 

temperature was 65%, which was direct 

incomplete. The correlation intensity was very 

strong at 99% confidence level and the error rate 

was 0.21. The correlation between skin cancer 

and absolute minimum humidity was -51%, which 

was inverse incomplete. The correlation intensity 

was strong at 99% confidence level and the error 

rate was 0.87. The correlation between skin 

cancer and frost was -65%, which was inverse 

incomplete. The correlation intensity was very 

strong at 99% confidence level and the error rate 

was 0.20. The correlation between skin cancer 

and sunny hours was 57%, which was direct 

incomplete. The correlation intensity was strong 

at 95% confidence level and the error rate was 

0.49.  
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Investigation of the relationship between 

climatic parameters and skin cancer in Khalkhal 

in 2014:  

According to Table 5, using the Spearman 

method, the correlation between skin cancer and 

mean temperature was 69%, which was direct 

incomplete. The correlation intensity was very 

strong at 99% confidence level and the error rate 

was zero. The correlation between skin cancer 

and absolute minimum temperature was 92%, 

which was direct incomplete. The correlation 

intensity was very strong at 99% confidence level 

and the error rate was zero. The correlation 

between skin cancer and absolute maximum 

temperature was 91%, which was direct 

incomplete. The correlation intensity was very 

strong at 99% confidence level and the error rate 

was zero. The correlation between skin cancer 

and absolute mean humidity was -84%, which 

was inverse incomplete. The correlation intensity 

was very strong at 99% confidence level and the 

error rate was 0.01. The correlation between skin 

cancer and frost was -82%, which was inverse 

incomplete. The correlation intensity was very 

strong at 99% confidence level and the error rate 

was 0.01. The correlation between skin cancer 

and sunny hours was 90%, which was direct 

incomplete. The correlation intensity was very 

strong at 99% confidence level and the error rate 

was zero (Figure 5). 

 

 

 
Figure 5: Area diagram of climatic variables and skin cancer in Khalkhal in 2014 
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Table 5: Correlation of climatic variables and skin cancer in Khalkhal city in 2014 

   
Skin 

cancer 

Medium 

temperature 

Absolute minimum 

temperature 

Absolute maximum 

temperature 

Mean minimum 

humidity 
Glacial 

Sunny 

hours 

Spearman’s 

Rho 
Skin cancer 

Correlation 

Coefficient 

1.000 .950** .920** .914** -.846** -

.822** 

.900** 

Sig.(2-tailed) . .000 .000 .000 .001 .001 .001 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

 

Medium 

temperature 

Correlation 

Coefficient 

.950** 1.000 .960** .965** -.744** -

.886** 

.888** 

Sig.(2-tailed) .000 . .000 .000 .006 .000 .000 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

 

Absolute minimum 

temperature 

Correlation 

Coefficient 

.920** .960** 1.000 .918** -.692* -921** .872** 

Sig.(2-tailed) .000 .000 . .000 .013 .000 .000 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

 

Absolute maximum 

temperature 

Correlation 

Coefficient 

.914** .965** .918** 1.000 -.723** -

.915** 

.895** 

Sig.(2-tailed) .000 .000 .000 . .008 .000 .000 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

 

Mean minimum 

humidity 

Correlation 

Coefficient 

-.846** -.744* -.692* -.723** 1.000 .623* -.772** 

Sig.(2-tailed) .001 .006 .013 .008 . .030 .003 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

 

Glacial 

Correlation 

Coefficient 

-.822** -.886** -.921** -.915** .623* 1.000 -.832** 

Sig.(2-tailed) .001 .000 .000 .000 .030 . .001 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

 

Sunny hours 

Correlation 

Coefficient 

.900** .888** .872** .895** -.772** -

.832** 

1.000 

Sig.(2-tailed) .000 .000 .000 .000 .003 .001 . 

N 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

**Correlation is significant at the 0.01 Level (2-tailed). 

*Correlation is significant at the 0.05 Level (2-tailed). 
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Discussion 

In the present study, according to the data and 

method used as well as the theoretical foundations 

mentioned in the study, skin cancer was affected 

by climatic parameters, latitude, and altitude. 

Therefore, the effect of six climatic parameters 

(frost, Sunny hours, minimum mean humidity, 

maximum absolute temperature, minimum 

absolute temperature, and mean temperature) on 

skin cancer in Ardabil province was investigated 

using Spearman correlation relationship in SPSS 

software and Minitab software for linear 

interpolation . At Ardabil station in 2012, the 

highest correlation value was observed in the 

absolute minimum temperature and the lowest 

correlation value was observed in frost. In 2013, 

the highest correlation value was observed in the 

absolute maximum temperature and the lowest 

correlation value was in frost. In 2014, the highest 

correlation value was at the maximum absolute 

temperature and the lowest correlation value was 

in frost. In three stations of Parsabad in 2012, the 

highest correlation value was for the minimum 

absolute temperature and the lowest correlation 

value was for the mean absolute humidity. In 2013, 

the highest correlation value was for the mean 

temperature and the lowest correlation value was 

for frost. In 2014, the highest correlation value was 

for the minimum absolute temperature and the 

lowest was for the frost. In Meshginshahr in 2012, 

the highest correlation value was for the mean 

temperature and the lowest correlation value was 

for the frost. In 2013, the highest correlation value 

was for the absolute minimum temperature and the 

lowest correlation value was for frost. In 2014, the 

highest correlation value was for the minimum 

absolute temperature and the lowest was for the 

frost. In Khalkhal city in 2012, the highest 

correlation was in sunny hours and the lowest was 

in frost, and in 2013, the highest correlation was in 

sunny hours and the lowest was in frost, and in 

2014, the highest correlation was in mean 

temperature and the lowest value was the 

minimum mean humidity.  

The results of the present study can be of great 

help in preventing skin cancer that can cause 

problems for the human community in the future in 

the study area. With careful scientific planning, the 

number of skin cancer patients can be reduced in 

the future. The method used in this study carefully 

assessed the relationship between climatic 

parameters and skin cancer and also this method 

was studied for the first time in the study area, 

which was a new innovation in the field of 

geography, medical climatology, environmental 

health, and sustainable development. Comparing 

the results of the present study with the findings of 

other researchers, it was found that other similar 

studies in the past examined skin cancer in a one-

dimensional and one-parameter manner. However, 

in the present study, multidimensional analysis and 

correlation of climatic parameters (frost, sunny 

hours, minimum mean humidity, maximum 

absolute temperature, minimum absolute 

temperature and mean temperature) with skin 

cancer were measured. In this study, the 

correlation between climatic parameters and skin 

cancer, in addition to case and one-dimensional 

analysis, were analyzed annually, which is one of 

the strengths of this study. It is suggested that the 

method studied in this research be tested in other 

regions of the country. 

Conclusion 

The results of the present study showed that in 

all four cities, skin cancer showed a high 

correlation with maximum and minimum 

temperatures and sunny hours. According to the 

percentage of correlation as well as the results of 

the research and the frequency of climatic 

parameters in the three cities of Ardabil, Parsabad 

and Meshginshahr, more dispersion appeared. 

The results of the study showed that the 

maximum temperature and sunny hours are 

effective in the incidence of skin cancer and the 

minimum temperature after the disease increases 

its severity. To prevent entering this stage of the 

disease, the following items  are suggested : 

Use wide-brimmed hats to cover the head, ears, 

face, and neck. 

Wear long pants and long-sleeved blouses to 

expose your skin to less direct sunlight. 
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Use woven fabrics with dark colors, providing 

the most protection of the skin against sunlight. 

Acknowledgement 

The authors would like to thank the I.R. of Iran 

Meteorological Organization (IRIMO) for 

providing the meteorological data for this study.  

Funding  

No funding was received for conducting this 

study. 

Conflict of interest 

The authors of this study declare that they have 

no conflict of interests. 

 

This is an open-access article distributed in 

accordance with the terms of the Creative Commons 

Attribution (CC BY 4.0) license, which permits others 

to distribute, remix, adapt, and build upon this work for 

commercial use. 

 

References 

1. Afzali M, Mirzaei M, Saatati H, et al. 

Epidemiology of skin cancer and changes in its 

trend in Iran. Feyz. 2013;17(5):501-11.[In 

Persian] 

2. Akbarzadeh B, Alireza IM, Kimiyafir K. 

Management of medical information and 

estimating the cost of direct therapy for lung 

cancer. Health Information Management. 

2008;5(2):151-8.[In Persian] 

3. Alina AZ, Diana G, Cristina S, et al. The impact 

of climate change and land use on the cancer 

burden in the 21st century. In: Nistor M. Climate 

and Land Use Impacts on Natural and Artificial 

Systems: Mitigation and Adaptation. Elsevier; 

2021.  

4. Almasihashiani A, Farahmand M, Hasanzadeh J, 

et al. The trend of incidence of lung cancer in 

Fars province based on cancer registration data 

(2001-2002). Journal of Nursing and Midwifery. 

2012;11(4):477-83.[In Persian] 

5. Alwunais Kh, Ahmad S. Pattern of skin cancer at 

dammam medical complex in Dammam,  

Saudi Arabia. Journal of dermatology and 

Dermatologic. 2016;20(1):51-4.  

6. Amy F, Bruce N, Laurie Ph, et al. A state of the 

science on influential factors related to sun 

protective behaviors to prevent skin cancer in 

adults. Int J Nurs Sci. 2017;4(3):225-35. 

7. Baqianimqdm MH, Mohammadi S, Mazlomi S, 

et al. The effect of educational intervention on 

skin cancer preventive behaviors in high school 

girl students in Yazd city based on the theory of 

protective motivation. Journal of Gonabad 

University of Medical Sciences & Health 

Services. 2011;17(1):27-32.[In Persian] 

8. Barrett P, Hannah E, Barrett E. An audit use of 

minimum dataset reporting of skin cancers in the 

north of England cancer network. Pathogenesis. 

2015;1(2):5-8.  

9. Bindiya A, Wazir A, Binota T.  Water, arsenic, 

and climate change. in: Thokchom B, Qiu P, 

Lyer K.,Water Conservation in the Era of Global 

Climate Change. 2021;167-90.  

10. Cassem EH. Depression and anxiety 

secondary to medical illness. Psychiatr Clin 

North Am. 1990;13(4):597-612. 

11. Stern TA, Fricchione GL, Cassen WH, et al. 

Massachusetts general hospital handbook of 

general hospital psychiatry. Saunders/Elsevier; 

2018.  

12. Engin S, Iclal S. Knowledge, attitudes, and 

behaviors regarding sun protection, effects of the 

sun, and skin cancer among Turkish high school 

students and teachers. Dermatologica Sinica. 

2015;33(4):187-90.  

13. Vickerman R. International Encyclopedia of 

Transportation.Elsevier;2021.  

14. Ghasemzadeh F, Al-Sadat A, Ali D, et al. 

Determining the most important factors affecting 

non-melaomanic skin cancer using data mining 

parameters. Seasonal Health Informatics, 

Biology. 2017;4(1):37-47.[In Persian] 

15. Ghasemzadeh F, Al-Sadat R, Kobra A, et al. A 

retrospective study of non-melanoma skin cancer 

in the Cancer Institute, Imam Khomeini Medical 

Center of Tehran. Journal of Skin and Beauty. 

2017;8(1):9-21.[In Persian] 

16. Ismailzadeh N, Salahi-Moghadam A, 

Khoshdel A. Geographical distribution of Iran's 

cancer issues. Hormozgan Journal of Medicine. 

2015;19(2):73-83.[In Persian] 

 [
 D

O
I:

 1
0.

18
50

2/
je

hs
d.

v6
i4

.8
15

2 
] 

 [
 D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
fr

om
 je

hs
d.

ss
u.

ac
.ir

 o
n 

20
22

-0
1-

16
 ]

 

                            15 / 17

http://dx.doi.org/10.18502/jehsd.v6i4.8152
https://jehsd.ssu.ac.ir/article-1-356-en.html


Analyzing of the Relationship between Climatic Elements and Skin Cancer  Dastorani M, et al. 

JEHSD, Vol (6), Issue (4), December 2021, 1459-75 

J
eh

sd
.ssu

.a
c.ir 

1474 

17. Jafari M, Samadzadeh K. Analysis and zoning 

of drought in Ardebil province for the period 

1988-2007, using the SPI and GIS index, 

[Master's thesis]. Islamic Azad University, 

Ardebil, 2012. 

18. Jennifer MK, Ulrich O, Michael Y, et al. 

Investigating local relationships between trace 

elements in soils and cancer data. Spat Stat. 

2013;5:25-41.  

19. Kazemi A, Eskandari O, Karimi M. 

Geographic outline and distribution of skin 

cancer in Kurdistan Province of Iran. 

Dermatology and Beauty. 2015;6(1):38-45.[In 

Persian] 

20. Mărgărit MN. Introduction: overview of 

current climate and land use challenges in the 

environmental space. In: Nistor M.Climate and 

Land Use Impacts on Natural and Artificial 

Systems. Mitigation and Adaptation. Elsevier; 

2021. 

21. Mehta P, Sham B. Review on techniques and 

steps of computer aided skin cancer diagnosis. 

Procedia Comput Sci. 2016;85(2):309-16.  

22. Mohammad A, Stephanie B, Walsh LK, et al. 

Pathogenesis of nonmelanoma skin cancers in 

organ transplant recipients. Arch Biochem 

Biophys. 2011;508(2):159-63.  

23. Mohammadi M, Mirzai M, Barati H, et al. 

Study of the economic and social status of skin 

cancer patients. Nurse and Physician within War. 

2016;4(13):213-9.[In Persian] 

24. Najafi A, Nandariyan G, Bekri G, et al. 

Investigating factors related to skin cancer 

preventive behavior in high school students in 

Sanandaj. Journal of Public Health and 

Education. 2017;4(2):1-11.[In Persian] 

25. Nasirirop M. Investigate the incidence of skin 

cancer in Isfahan province. Health System 

Research. 2016;12(2):25-37.[In Persian] 

26. Nikbakht DM, Hasanzadeh M, Talebi A, et al. 

Study of polymorphism of codon number 72 of 

P53 gene in patients with non-melanoma skin 

cancers in the city. Isfahan Medical School 

Journal. 2011;29(5):679-86.[In Persian] 

27. Robert AD, Naomi BH. Cancer and climate 

change. Lancet Oncol. 2020;21(11):519-27.  

28. Saif A, Entezari M, Ghiyas M, et al. Spatial 

analysis of the effects of environmental and 

climate factors on skin cancer disease in Isfahan 

Province. Health System Research. 

2015;11(1):170-83.[In Persian] 

29. Salehinia H. Sunscreen products: Double 

duckling in prevention of skin cancer. Journal of 

Skin and Beauty. 2014;5(2):99-101.[In Persian] 

30. Sen X, Yunchao L, Jun Z, et al. Coupled 

controls of climate, lithology and land use on 

dissolved trace elements in a karst river system. 

Journal of Hydrology. 2020;591:125-328.  

31. Sharma A, Sasaki D, Rickey D, et al. Low-

cost optical scanner and 3D printing technology 

to create lead shielding for radiotherapy of facial 

skin cancer. Advances in radiation oncology. 

2018;14(3):115-23.  

32. Uttam P, Krishna PP. Estimation of household 

health cost and climate adaptation cost with its 

health related determinants: empirical evidences 

from western Nepal. Heliyon. 2020;6(11):54-92.  

33. Valeska PMD, Alexia KMD. Challenges of 

managing skin diseases in refugees and migrants. 

Dermatologic Clinics. 2021;39(1):101-15.  

34. Valiipurigudarzi F, Haddadnia J, Hashemian 

M. Identification of skin cancer based on the 

thermal pattern in infrared images. Journal of 

Skin and Beauty. 2014;5(2):89-98.[In Persian] 

35. Yazdanfar A, Ghasemi I. Frequency of skin 

cancers in Hamedan during 1991-2007. Journal 

of Skin and Beauty. 2011;2(2):115-23.[In 

Persian]. 

36. Safarianzengir V, Sobhani B, Asghari S: 

Modeling and Monitoring of Drought for 

forecasting it, to Reduce Natural hazards 

Atmosphere in western and north western part of 

Iran, Iran. Air Quality, Atmosphere & Health. 

2019; 13: 119–130. 

37. Safarianzengir V, Sobhani B, Yazdani M.H, 

Kianian M.k. Monitoring, analysis and spatial 

and temporal zoning of air pollution (carbon 

monoxide) using Sentinel-5 satellite data for 

health management in Iran, located in the Middle 

East. Air Quality, Atmosphere & Health. 2020; 

13(6): 709–719.  

38. Safarianzengir V, Sobhani B. 2020: 

 [
 D

O
I:

 1
0.

18
50

2/
je

hs
d.

v6
i4

.8
15

2 
] 

 [
 D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
fr

om
 je

hs
d.

ss
u.

ac
.ir

 o
n 

20
22

-0
1-

16
 ]

 

                            16 / 17

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1470204520304484#!
http://dx.doi.org/10.18502/jehsd.v6i4.8152
https://jehsd.ssu.ac.ir/article-1-356-en.html


 Dastorani M, et al.        Analyzing of the Relationship between Climatic Elements and Skin Cancer 

JEHSD, Vol (6), Issue (4), December 2021, 1459-75 

1

Je
h

sd
.s

su
.a

c.
ir

 

1475 

J
eh

sd
.s

su
.a

c.
ir

 

Simulation and Analysis of Natural Hazard 

Phenomenon, Drought in Southwest of the 

Caspian Sea, IRAN. Carpathian Journal of Earth 

and Environmental Sciences. 2020;15(1): 127 – 

136.  

39. Sobhani B, Safarianzengir V, Yazdani M.H. 

Modelling, evaluation and simulation of drought 

in Iran, southwest Asia. Journal of Earth System 

Science. 2020; 129: 100.  

 

 

 [
 D

O
I:

 1
0.

18
50

2/
je

hs
d.

v6
i4

.8
15

2 
] 

 [
 D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
fr

om
 je

hs
d.

ss
u.

ac
.ir

 o
n 

20
22

-0
1-

16
 ]

 

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

                            17 / 17

http://dx.doi.org/10.18502/jehsd.v6i4.8152
https://jehsd.ssu.ac.ir/article-1-356-en.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

