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Background and Objectives: Years of life lost (YLL) or “wasted life” is a measure based
on early and untimely death based on the expectation of life at the time of birth. The
objective of this study is to measure the YLL during the COVID-19 epidemic in Iran and
compare it with a similar antecedent period by age, sex, and province.

Methods: Daily reports of the Ministry of Health and Medical Education on COVID-19
cases and attributed death in the country; Weekly statistics of death and birth, by age,
sex, and province reported by the National Organization for Civil Registration; and
population data from the Statistical Center of Iran were used in this study.

Results: During the COVID-19 (Corona) epidemic a 27 percent increase in crude death
rate was observed compared to similar period before epidemic. During the epidemic
period, 319,136 extra deaths was recorded of which 45% was registered as COVID-19
death by Ministry of Health and Medical Education. During this period, a total of
4,897,995 years of life were prematurely lost.

Conclusion: Although this study lacks some detailed analysis due to the limitation of the
available data and, it provides a clear picture of the health and demographic impacts of
this epidemic in Iran and we can use Information presented in this report in planning and
advance preparation for control and management of similar significant epidemics in the
future.
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