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Dear Editor-in-Chief

ovel coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19) caused by severe acute
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2
(SARS-CoV- 2) was reported in Wu-

han, China, in December 2019, with many
similar clinical and epidemiological aspects as
well as mutual influence with malaria. The
COVID-19 pandemic, and actions taken in
response to it, may have far-reaching implica-
tions for other diseases (1).

Over the past decades, major gains have
been made in reducing malaria morbidity and
mortality. Globally, many countries made sub-
stantial progress in malaria elimination and
prevention. These achievements are due to
appropriate malaria case management, insecti-

cide-treated bed nets (ITNs), vector control
interventions, using rapid diagnostic tests
(RDTs), enlarged coverage of integrated vec-
tor management (IVM), and many effective
efforts (2).

Malaria control and elimination programs
are being affected by COVID-19 and appear
to face great challenges if the pandemic con-
tinues. One of the main concerns is the dis-
ruption in the identification and case man-
agement of suspected malaria. Timely diagno-
sis and treatment of febrile suspected malaria
cases are one of the most important programs
in malaria control. Particularly, rapid identify-
ing and management of suspected cases in low
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transmission and potential re-introduction re-
gions are critical.

In low transmission areas (progress for elim-
ination), healthcare provider’s (HCPs) vigi-
lance and system readiness were decreased due
to the rarity of malaria and lack of indigenous
transmissions. The COVID-19 pandemic has

aggravated this problem due to overburdening.

Healthcare services and suspected malaria case
management is ignored by HCPs. In the cur-
rent pandemic situation, all febrile outpatients
are screened for COVID-19 and other febrile
diseases, including malaria, have been over-
looked. Moreover, suspected malaria cases
may stop attending health services, out of fear
of exposure to COVID-19. Furthermore,
HCPs have to need additional resources to
protect themselves from COVID-19.

In the malaria-endemic countries, these dis-
ruptions will increase the number of death by
malaria especially in children under 5 years.
The COVID-19 pandemic being interrupted
supplies of diagnostics and treatment, falsified
medicines, and the spread of drug resistance,
and could prove catastrophic for global health
(3).

In the context of the COVID-19 pandemic,
malaria control and prevention programs and
elimination efforts should be continued longer
than before. Improving the resilience of the
health system during the pandemic to be
placed on the agenda in the long-term. Malaria
identification could be coupled to the
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COVID-19 testing of suspected COVID-19
patients to avoid misdiagnosis. Moreover,
HCP permanently trained/re-trained about
differences in clinical signs and symptoms of
suspected cases of malaria and COVID-19 (4).
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