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3. Probability
4. Expected utilities
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1. Expected moral value of actions
2. Eternal conscious torment

Website: http://ijme.tums.ac.ir


http://ijme.tums.ac.ir
http://dx.doi.org/10.18502/ijme.v18i21.20176
https://ijme.tums.ac.ir/article-1-6944-en.html

[ Downloaded from ijme.tums.ac.ir on 2025-11-30 ]

[ DOI: 10.18502/ijme.v18i21.20176 ]

o Ho_,lw:’ooJLaoq/\ng;qFoFdbu‘ul_,ﬂlbs.&_}:,(-}uu 9 FUSI

dmsloms |y (551538 4 by o lacanas il 550 (S
b Ao (ostde g Jol ol 03 ¢ slare (ol sl andl o8
Saglih alias jo BT (lguls 5| (S 05 & 5
S paer Lol g o JI 4 coul oads aidndy
ol pe Lol 3abs it 8, (A) T lalocSe Lansgs L sl
50 Trae 695 o015 g0
O,y o) 4 sl asls (gl S 60,8 81N
Silwdize)) (a5 ade laod p olags; (Jw)
ol ol IS s 5l 608 i ol (6l
S93 6095 & Gl wdly el 90,8 (Sai; 1Y
e gl Sl (3laine) sl (ST o
Syse SN 5,1 s sl W pae il el oo
S S oolial (55510058 & by po Slogaas gl L
shoie (i 4z (55505 8 4 e (ol Lyl Cov
SN g el a5 asl ansls oo 4 eanl 03,8 gl 1,
Crlg oo I (525 olST bl 4L ¢yt 251 f
~lul s e og Sl 58 L g cel e (5515558 &
W58 N A peal ST aSe ol (DUl oo
ol (S; aS 000 ol per 1) Sidie dz S (ol Iyl h cow
ool jao (il preal (U] 55)1 S (oo aaely )l T,
SN ol pl a8 Sl (g, )5 pae ol 3o |25
S e ol et S sbml (g jleaine)) sl
ol Slie Sledl o8 A 4 4z g by bl (ol 2
il azlye (eigz Slie) gl @y Jlaiml b ool wij 8 51

B3 I PR YRV E SO PP KU S IR S E S

2. McMahan

5923 S9) 2 005 Ly Jelzme Sge oS 9l e L]
$9) O by 5l Jatizme )l aSiliores canl ol las
JL‘"""‘ LS)BL,“Q} o el wLQA@ Jos~ S99 pas

E(G)=p*0ot+(1—p)*c=w
E (NG)=p +—o+ (1~ p) b =<0

5297053 9 B & Sl YNl aposd

Olysblas sl g
$91053,8 aliuns 4 1y JYauwl 00T 8 aod e LaSL
5045 1S oo (dins g0 |y o Al e 90 1 g AR o puen

e o 7 s dald]

oladl Wij 8 Woi fodixo Sgw g (i, .

D b b byl S olul Ll
Hgie jsblas joleg 5 50y Su 5l 15 a5 (0558 WS e
G gl g ad iy |y cpally glo gl o)l Jlozsl oo yo v e
335 om Loyls Jlast ausjo Frogogd yebe (60,8 sans] o
oolol o o 0gd jsbllas (69,8 gz e colgls wlae
Sy jl st g0 (nl b Lo lsbblad ol Slie (23 iy
o 420 FC) saisl Q35,8 Jeizee )b g

E(FC)=0.6 x 0o+ (1 —0.6) x (—0) =?

O leds anly Slsz Jol> (050 gite 4 4z b &S
looo (b gl 0 Wolre uled o (e 9 ulidg S
BLES o (59155, altas 415 (6 K00 w0 gl oanyT s b

oladl Wij 8 Wei' fosimo SIS 0,0

3 Ol oo s JISaly o asli Yl L

1. A future possible child’s

Website: http://ijme.tums.ac.ir


http://ijme.tums.ac.ir
http://dx.doi.org/10.18502/ijme.v18i21.20176
https://ijme.tums.ac.ir/article-1-6944-en.html

[ Downloaded from ijme.tums.ac.ir on 2025-11-30 ]

[ DOI: 10.18502/ijme.v18i21.20176 ]

9135 18 oule LKL ,8USI JUsiwl §MEDB] g 2 o8 4b piwl 12

ol lalus

D5b 5T 03 Jas Jlozs!

90 51 SO o lads B3 L aS vl leol sl S
Lalus oons] )0 093 55,8 la gl p (pally &Sl by
Olgise —aiitas o8T lisaij s cudle 5l aSul b g s,las
SasI558 2 s y3las 5 5 Gyl ool 45 28,5 ans
IVl cpl ey s 5l Ll s B8 loie w4
Olgie 4 CendlS (S byl paad 10 o 0aisiS &8
SrSann Sy oloj 10 (65510058 41 el @S 28 Jle
50 tgd Wgi g lomw] 0 M 98 Cpl 0 sa
oAl Az 4o g yole (Ll A s (pallg ax (I |l
(IS Bl a4y Lol wiyls Sail s JuS g lalus olg
I (osllasl Lyl s Jandy) sy Jac 5 oz
a6] & S b aiiboge B LT sy oo ks 4y aSly ol
Osd Byl ey B oS s g lanl Jw —asls lalus
LS 6,55l Sl sl a8ly jo 5 auS pladl -6 Faen
Plie s 5l gyslaisd pas bl ally oy een
Sl d S Ll 4z )5 1 S (S5l Lo 8 s
Log 6yalipyd 4 s Lol aslas alus oliai;,é sus]
Qiyls B Lalus o] poe

s a5 awd oo Gl LS 3 (S8pme Ly (ogas 5
o o)j.o—l )‘ aS Al l)»..a wjji».uﬁ )‘ u..:‘.)”e ‘3)9@ B

45 o8 low il ol5TL Sl (pigz) (sl Slie 4y bogy e

Jaie M o] ) a8 cauds oo lis -M sloi L i SN
B a5 (5,50 o)l 5l ool Slie s el s0b5 Jlons
(S il Sudslas aiile G e (55510558 4 e
3558 Slalo Jleial ST (gl o g 5aad jlew
2 1F olan ey 2l o ol el Jloizl pl 5 0u]
Sl e @) 0o Selbe Jdd @ dae)s P bl
Olzen « EM(C) ' 55138 & pooai Joime (B
railegge (Bl (Are
Eum (€)= 0.6 x (1 - 0.6) x (-M) = —0.4M
S G35 el S5l goae MaSiyl 4y az g5

Jlaml 51 goaibego (Bl (hie Dol 4y plires Jotixe
s93e Bu(C) o jb oxl o355 )+ o4 4 035,8 (392 (e
Dy ey 5 g e

0l 50 Gl & el 45 wmo e (LA Az ]
S HECT) ol Slie 4 plaiias § cans jlre Ll
ol 2,8 L) sen (55510558 5l ol a4 cabge B
Ly ilopadis bg 0,25 ol 90 51 (S b g (mal s polo os
S
Sloi brud 4 Ll &ub

4 Jod BByt )l sl oS azms (ol a5 il )
5 oS o olo ) Jliz! slonds aslol ;o Lasly sy o a3
e o gl Ll 4

oyle bbb ge O gt

Ll 2 48 ol Jyts 55991 sl 5 2,3 1S oy oyl

1. The expected moral value of the decision to have a
child

Website: http://ijme.tums.ac.ir


http://ijme.tums.ac.ir
http://dx.doi.org/10.18502/ijme.v18i21.20176
https://ijme.tums.ac.ir/article-1-6944-en.html

[ Downloaded from ijme.tums.ac.ir on 2025-11-30 ]

[ DOI: 10.18502/ijme.v18i21.20176 ]

\' Ho_,lw:’ooJLaoq/\ng;qFoFdbu‘ul_,ﬂlbs.&_}:,(-}uu 9 FUSI

Wlfgs 5 5N Jane Sy @ e 993 aSh S o8 S
Rgige JoinY

ol destgly (F 4ol (olul sl Koo gl
OLES (POl (098 «ampns) (S e (o0t 45 S
Gillas aze 3o g S (50 2l S5 (55105, 45 w5 o0
Shas ol oS Ced Jgiine (olysblas 25T o L
gl gl Glie s S o 5ep 65158

ezl i

analr 2558 Jatons e Dl Lo 4 551558

PR IS P O IRCOR SN [ Y ES PP SR JPREHN [

Ol 45 A5 Gl @303 dnige o e 0]

Gl S LI Sy ol wms Sl 1 i baseles

Sy anlez gl oloul o4 az g0

oay] )3 STHiS (oo 3o 5o 4l l (oS Lash gl
Jodo ol el i lagygales Ol (285 Jotao (oats
g walss il sgzg 5l 6 xSslr (og azse slp (S
oz 2l ol b plises Lo (oS 052y 5 U3 an
oA o oS ) (Jetze slagl> slass b cpl plo el
e 3G T 5 6978 4 b 0, b aes Slow Sl S
553 gsose (il et S Amslme SISy ke b
e e 4T 5 33 51 S0 53 Ll iy alss
slp BB s Sl & s pelliie il
2 dl e 50 g welys LT 5] Sszs 4 sateds )
23355 (S35 b Sy sl Sl et Sy el e
31151 sogamme slasd e b (Lo Voo Slie) Lo
Gl b el 58 Eoa 3B el ot (BT (55100

il sl g5 42,25 Yoio| 5 0925 ol hie Jlonm SV

ol 3 55,8 Wy oy 51 el 51 o Saan Jlia o
Ll s pLiul am gt st BB canils o5T ol 50
ey 4 SAl b Jliol i

st pgiwo

SWy 0PRSSl B poe Jol Gk oax S
ool gl SN o 095 (6095 4y il alils (gaied)]
Gl 6,50 (BB LYs wls Ll S as ol 5,8 o
So 057y ciged (lgie 4 tall aldls dezg 0,8 Sy olx
Sy 51y ally Wl oo g p5lad5 8 sl ! 5o
plol jo las jgiws 5l ceelbl |5 iS5 yae pladl ol SN
ey 5 4y ) B S 51 IS

) celbl GBI i) olsie 4, N S sl Ak
I g e ST IESJ IR P RC
25 oo 4 (Em(C)) 9358 (piils 4 prouai gl Joies
Py s
Em(C)=0.6 * N+ (1—0.6)x(—-M)=0.6 * N—0.4M

e iyl 195 5t Sl Celbl oS 55 A i

Sop ol dae M oasl Ls a4 w2 5L o,l(N)

(o= 5o el @, 9 olie cyz o pladl T 5 De]
O D5 ga (hte Doy (5,91035, (IS b3l an
Sl oleyd 5l calss BT 55,1 b Lo a7 0gl aiS col
ST aise ol 3 oS amsbre 5o |, EM(-0) n
Slde 515 cpally 0e5 a5 05l 4 i las 51 e y8
salgs ate Sads ju Em(~C) ol e o g5, (ECT) sl
Sg

I S ol Hgws a5 aes oo lis cpl lash Auwl

Website: http://ijme.tums.ac.ir


http://ijme.tums.ac.ir
http://dx.doi.org/10.18502/ijme.v18i21.20176
https://ijme.tums.ac.ir/article-1-6944-en.html

[ Downloaded from ijme.tums.ac.ir on 2025-11-30 ]

[ DOI: 10.18502/ijme.v18i21.20176 ]

9135 18 oule LKL ,8USI JUsiwl §MEDB] g 2 o8 4b piwl A

69155,8 (612 Lo (5 S el ,3 1) Sz (Sdzey lojsls
@ @Syt 5 @l 535l 4l pulul 5 0558 rals sl
b ol b ] )50 e 00 ML 5T 0 45 =0.4M L
b sl ails 0gzg 4 B ¥ e sy Jlaixl a5 alols
Obired dlolae ol ;0 95,5 blod Slawlxe o) 4w
Sheols sl i g pslai5 8 (6l | (seSiw ite (35
5,90 S o3, ol KT sl sl lie 4 Lo 3L P(ECT)
5] el & le olygblas sl 55,5 bl gl i
Em(C) =P(A)*0 + P(U)* 0 + P(ECT) * (—0.4M)

S o s 232 55 M g s ao P(ECT) a5 Ll
anlss gile )l (55500558 (BT Jaizme (55,] g s
ol JISaly s 5 S 5 b bt ol 259
Wy o0 385l Ul lases 4y Lasl labeSG a5 pae
2l (yage (60l 8l olgs —aiiua o5T suul lie 5l as” Slus
pas 4 disgaie (S| o lmaieyglyed S ol
i U s (el & 5ol sl ot o Lo 5,515
8 Sy Sleladl 5,k 5l g5lwpube b g Cal odls 0,5 |
0 ks LUl ol d (w9 NI IPS SRy
GTIESSY

ol 55 el gy BB ile Sl 51 LS Yol
3 Sy AV gla s, LSl by 5 Sde il 4 Ol g0 0

Golsbi—o calasl (IUD) s ¢l 4sle (LARCS) ¢ls,L

23l an | (Contraceptive Implant)

Cota Syl Lo g8 51 2o G 092 a0l5 ezl s
sl @y st b awslie ;o il atils canl o (gogame
el 3ozl s gl adals 0 1,550 sl b gl sl

gy bl ol s 51 oty (5o s

ailgd co Lash, Yol 4 oz glaa 51 (S
e &) Coms 3l g sl play 5l Sglite glacasls
) S0 e e G305 59 il 55,51

e gl 4 bl aSyl 4 sk o Tl e

igdhign 03 5 Wigyien 2 51 By sl
ol a0s ol 1o 4ol 0 job F oS pad o
b salgs Sl

Sl o] gl adpdy oBass g0 ol plaS e
sl Jozome B 23] 5 oad o skes | Soleicn
9158 o300 ol 53 0,5 Salss s Sy (505558
0,5 ol e 4y 1) alial (g pudyylas o] K

ook Lolfaus ool & olsblas 5l gk slisl ol
B3 B ey, cpl 5l o 5 o] e yd 9590 50 b il
Oygods S =0, 0929 (ECT) sl Clis g 5, 4 55k
5 ol Bl 055 Oy Sl anl plimas - Jlazs!
sl aile go (B hte lizren (5551005,8 (B 35
()T S i s 45 05 o o0l "l s
el U i) gl o 580 (3,5 S cud e

Lisly LS a4y oo o lid 1) 0 138 G a4y coed 0,8 w0l

1. Annihilationism
2. Universalism

3. Credence

4. Jackson

Website: http://ijme.tums.ac.ir


http://ijme.tums.ac.ir
http://dx.doi.org/10.18502/ijme.v18i21.20176
https://ijme.tums.ac.ir/article-1-6944-en.html

[ Downloaded from ijme.tums.ac.ir on 2025-11-30 ]

[ DOI: 10.18502/ijme.v18i21.20176 ]

9 P]leO.ﬂ'JNLa.DslAOJS)s]FOFde‘UlJﬂle.ﬂJJ#aJU 9 Ul

ol ol 99 51 SOy wilgiy oS ST UY) ol 0g5 ledl ey g
ade of JYauul o Ko gozx o i Jlw 5 ) 0aeld
3l digad iz ) s Yo, leds Jou 4o g aidlle ol ol b

99,0 o)u‘wbgc:fa 6&..\.0.:5&;,.11[::& U"‘

(ol 0 (gl il o0 (59 o0 B &y dg a5l Allie

Py St slavely

O)Uﬁ’ pos J.a‘ » ‘_g)l>| ddundd 39 G:L.».o ‘SLQ-\B =Y oyl Jouo

S5 ol 45 Wakias g Al By o, pae ol b @ole poye (F) Glale S slesl M,
00 a8l cgllan D51 i altge 3 s

5 Gy V) el g Ll el ot Llas! slasd az 5o 48 o Lo ol &y olays o) REESV
6555 s sl LS ¢ B a5 s s il oo pllas WS o 311, il LS5 gana
Sles (OF) PBY (55510558 (saiesgu ol olul p cuizmed L(VY) o)l o9 Sj a5 cosls
(Sl P31 S B s 5 ol ) el 5l 4l b g 85 (555,35 28,8 s
Db on pgmn 09l o lly

S0 33l ol b ol s 1) Jos S eydb b gy BT 0¥ jpma meds slaolfys
&2 (el ol Jleel sl i oSl pae & g0 53 5 (VF) aS o iglid oans Tl b 4o
JLE 5 i Lo cpgmeimind gWol8ugs Lelul Lol Q) aiils as Jole 5,5 drgie |, S g
5 alsen I .00) mayls a3 o)l Sy Lo 4y lisgzg Ll cuils ainlgss 042g a5 (g0l
O G351 45 61T 4 (5055 (3951 b TS (s (591558 4y g e lagas e M i
aloailon) Sgu ol 4y 1S 0y wiedy | (6l S5 ) 5l ST i 5 Glod & el oo ol sl 4y 3l
OV) sl (B 51 g5 S b 5,51055,8 pae 5 (VF)

O8) Calgi 00 5 Cenlgs BN 33 5, K10 4 yibis i ol (6l IS s oS (s o] Lo
A Jytonn ol Bl 053,8 095 LU | G2 3 T Wl 5 00l B by a5
Loyl s b Tl Sl clyls pamen IS Cslid o)l slaie of 5 ;5SS slaline
Sl Gk (1)) Siluis azlse ()lpdo L1y 0 Sy (SW5 o0 3 )l I TNkl
oos 5 OA) casl pime 5 (o8ly (55,1 ol ey wogllae | A1 S35 pased 955 (5T gome iles
el glis LB BYS)

A el et B uB g Ll 392 g aiile (550l sl

so5es 5 Ly 6,51l
el

T ol Feayls a5l uk
T oals 5 0 sSdgl Fpnla

ellg 8 L] L ot

)

ARl ‘f

' gome bles b e pelul ok
PLslss

7 ey Sl Guld o
() Ll (18 cils
(V) Laodle

(] ddnls Co ) (o lio slondi ./

ool 0 035 Ly 0,5 paie ol glive s LSy Yol

\

. The Principle of Procreative Beneficence

9. Parfit 1. Spears

10. The principle of harm 2

11. Magni 3. Utilitarianism

12. Hedonistic 4. Harman

13. desire fulfilment theories 5. Savulescu

14. Desire-based theories 6. Kahane

15. DeGrazia 7. Person-affecting views
16. value-based 8. Symmetry

Website: http://ijme.tums.ac.ir


http://ijme.tums.ac.ir
http://dx.doi.org/10.18502/ijme.v18i21.20176
https://ijme.tums.ac.ir/article-1-6944-en.html

[ Downloaded from ijme.tums.ac.ir on 2025-11-30 ]

[ DOI: 10.18502/ijme.v18i21.20176 ]

9135 18 oule LKL ,8USI JUsiwl §MEDB] g 2 o8 4b piwl

4 jlre B ally o BB Cdgive byme Lo
2 ol Olie 4 s 9z WM (55l
Al b8

Iy 095 5,8 a5 Jiz! ol (lisge pgas o ¥
Bl 5 el SWl s aiis el o 60,8 sail o
955 ol 0558 ol S 4 i oo LS8 oyl 4 Do
S ol ppgas )0 (e byb W Lalls lege
2 yS 5o )8 LAkl (o yme )y

@ )3 093 (S Colgtns § A (38,5 ouyab Y
oJ..:‘OLS )».) 9 g u_i) )‘ olf] 9 )L.ZA 9 ol)—l Ol)S‘ U‘}’"C
Sheedle 5 052 Sy 0 pilly Sl 385
Yol Koo a5 Ko o 3l (linl Gaire (S
855,8 Wg5 Jotuamo Laid pally ()13 Jaie 5l ool LasSL
A 02 gl (Sgiae Cuadlw g Cam y J gimnn a8 A
) € ATy L 1 1500 1 T
B glme 4 & Gl a4 e pally Codstas Ll
cde Ul aS Lie cpl 4 &5 g ol 1)la55,8 095 Cdgins
S0 aSh i 095 41053,8 san] sla,lid, g aylic sl
9;» 1] ws} J‘"" 9 odulc J?’i‘“‘“ “""’Le” 3o L_';’L“)‘
xLu 9wy g 00‘935 \o :9‘)‘""!) <<...Lg;>'-‘| ;;? %‘)’)B :,!,;
aS Canl 8,8 095 ol Lol 05 550 05518 Cligh yaw ;0 o Julge
Lasds JYaxwl o (48T sl wlie) ECT & )le ol
JUUN N et Fet I R P

o Joe Jotno (s (ol b o ls Clde S ylas

Sl ollisdo Cos Il adi .o

G ) ol YIS oo Lasly oFuys 5 JYacl

2aisle sl ‘;LQ‘,” L§L°°)9'°—‘

ais,§ 5,8 JYarwl j0 a5 6555Teolde o dgls 0jgal )
o550] ol Yol scenl ai b6 Cym wim )l ot
(ool Ko 3 0 e 3,105 Coandad g Canl g s
5 8o s |y o8 50 olie ;0 €oglsy ol pmis 5l (S
b YY) Wloo,S ywis ool 4 g Vb SSj0
Sk Gl otz Slde &5 aijsl ol ke
5 OS5l ki 5 (LuSh 4 90 50 LSS
Sblom 59y 02V 5 Sl Slale slasadd
S Llul sl wialys albe dagady 5l as
el o o8 sl Gl olez g Cutgy Jol (sledslis
E39° 0 ez dal o Jy el (logla iy o
wly @)l ol 5l 250 Jal 5l (B g s S ile
5l ggame (gawe Ll o slaws cus L..:L: YY) ol
Slaslie 5 S wle) vgy wimlss Slie o alss Ll
g ol o> 5lis g 85 3 a5 g3l IS ek a g
a5 GluS (o e 4 g (wilails 3o b gedo
ool ;o 3> b alasle b 5 ool onns 3 il 4
Qlindilae pogie) C8)5 aialy> )15 gie 3)50 il
33 ol Sy g Jlex las WL (YF) (1,8 0 5,5
a8 Sl S5y o] Cusrns g ool 0539 4 Lo
ol S Wghas bal cpl b Ll o3 28T el
5 wid il Swl 4l ol s co 2STL (Res

Gazg LI (YD) o Cuig ag oolo Sl Olie )

Website: http://ijme.tums.ac.ir


http://ijme.tums.ac.ir
http://dx.doi.org/10.18502/ijme.v18i21.20176
https://ijme.tums.ac.ir/article-1-6944-en.html

[ Downloaded from ijme.tums.ac.ir on 2025-11-30 ]

[ DOI: 10.18502/ijme.v18i21.20176 ]

11 Ho_,lw:’ooJLaoq/\ng;qFoFdbu‘ul_,ﬂlbs.&_}:,(-}uu 9 FUSI

O Jds b Lol el w0 5 e« gilaol 5 Gl
b s @ gz e 9 ook, slealsle 4 ol
S0 50 (Hyre (i > o (pbol o i g cals
ol 00 Wy g b gline
K pdyl sldsoly G sb jludi .z

Sow ols Jed b, sloosly Lasly, JYarl

e QM Ol b e b eS8 Canyo ) ol Y al
&@65)@»@450)10 Jsaly @LﬂML&JW‘ axlge

S oo w2 Hblesl o Jolis LaSL Yol a5 el 510
Sy gt b i gl Olde as iy Yol jo e2)
Tobe Jlixl S plyie 4 gl Olie agzg 55 ]
D9 o i b o Jeed Lo, w90 opl 5o (!
bl 3 ol iy BB (lammes ol 595 a5
e 5o Sl Jud a5 (60 g0 ;o aS wiles S JYazl
304 wiied Jstas Gygp0 Serge o8l il as
Sbs A5 (nl Wiz e e i 2SS Cux

YP) ol asls
SFS Jus 1S o i b (JYaial Gl Bk Y
d)b‘ XS pg J.S‘oéy 65){>| s ﬁ‘.&.ﬁ‘ S5 Jya;u go
cole, ST oy, a4 a5 Jbs o Wloass wlgie
wed ais gley Jsb o Ll o xST hawgs sloacld
il 8o LB g axge DS S5 laie 4 Wlgy el
Ol S b bl Gl 4y o8 o ST s |y
oS I 0wl Glasl @yhs b g6 )] il ailis

ool EMS o sloilis 5l ey lad

4 9> Joo g ondie Johue 5 ol g aites
WS G 0 ] o s 4z 9w b ) g
o5T 9250 (st 4y s y8 Lisl 4 azgi b ke 4
bowgh (S Slagad g iyl plowil & jeo 50 ¢l g
)8 cdle (pgas )0 Gl azgie (dgies (nally
RPN PES
Wuﬁb%eﬂ&iobﬁ“%ﬁmm@tﬁ-f
sbdl ) @fﬁuﬁ%bmgjﬁlwl 0, p RS
shasals @Bl lais 3 g & pas aile o ol sLdgl 4
@YUl oSl (B e 1oLl bbb (B0
i @ Lilusl 5 lioge (ST (6o asly 5 Wil
Sl wilpe o ol Ly 55 pla b 51 o
s“-*'-"'-" 69,10 oy 5yl 1,8 Solew 9 g
Colsius g &5 wad e bl Glebl plieie
oa] plaih il Clbgipe ogas 0 B
Sy 055 iylby ala> o ST ecus Ul 4z gie
il 00,55 (6,0l e 3558 (S5ire 9 (50 e
oVl ples Wb (5551055, (6l puonas jo aS) O
SSan srolEans den Mie) alts Blbl o 0SsT
(S gt (2S5l aile Gludl puliliplr 3050
Sy50 Sl ;0 g ool 48,5 Jlas o (el Slae
a8 Gl (B St £58 S 0pT M8z
Iy ST (nl s )0 5 sl )5 Ll ol
S o ol el g sl

5 ool Slesbre 4y (B Slagoas 3,5 by pive £

Blas 055> 10 b g 99w SYlais! (oS (5 5ol

Website: http://ijme.tums.ac.ir


http://ijme.tums.ac.ir
http://dx.doi.org/10.18502/ijme.v18i21.20176
https://ijme.tums.ac.ir/article-1-6944-en.html

[ Downloaded from ijme.tums.ac.ir on 2025-11-30 ]

[ DOI: 10.18502/ijme.v18i21.20176 ]

9135 18 oule LKL ,8USI JUsiwl §MEDB] g 2 o8 4b piwl 1P

Silopade b 5 0,25 sl (SIS agnd ga i o

axgo o (55l055,8 ( DIt 5l g s o3l axgie
L slaaslr 5 @llo Qi coni g Wsi y5la558 oo
Ao § dygdiz (5385 A1 jo I 8gmg L aS S Wb
olyor olacodgase b dllie ol (Sl 5 andd mlie &
g Mie s 5 alie Lol 35,05 aSy)] e ool
A G grbidaral> b om0 Gl 51 g cal Sl
odd jby e sba,ld,  alpedy sleolfus b
> ‘;..ol ;).o.: ‘LS‘DL“" é:Luo )‘ oolazw! S99 L: (P9 o
bl nlo g oog (ol (ie Slgl) (ools (6,58 Cw
e ol Mg (sloo,Sog, b 028 ol aile oDl
UAM ‘) alao 6)‘"‘” LAPRES sJ.nb.C Ui‘ .).)‘cb..SL.) C)Jo

e o dlgiiog il b_‘;T Sl s Sl g il oo

L 0,25) o] (B el 5 PVl ol 4 Lpslas! 31 Y

& g b vl Bl Slasl & waisl winly (olopede

g Lasl o> & g ( D Cdgias 45 5 SN Lol

lol JYauul

peasd BB g )l (5551058 4y (ol Lasly Yol
] Sen 3,5 pldl 2 g sl B s dat 4
by 095 ol Slie @ poie =156 Sl jlews Jlas> L o)y
90,5 Sl Bro (ool g el e Sl kG 09t G100
Ol sn s4edd (D (3 Sl 1 S5 9,5 el (im0
el B gl oo Wgio ainly>l jobo 4y (i35 a5 5,5 53
ey 3 bl i ually azgte Sudgies Lisly L
255z Jlo it Jstos Iabaie plly 558 ol o
a abid cpl 5l aselss (pally cereal jo € by, ax by
bl o)y Laslhy a5 salle g JSal ples 6,5 any
31y 3o izl Slageal (ogas ;0 WS e (550558
05059y SN) &ly ;o oS az Wb (pally e Ssbe
RNV P L PR W

S 5 domi

ol sl oBaps ol las Ldow asdlae
Wz oD jge (el o] (B Sl bl 5 65053
e 50 o) pas Jol b ol Gl g JSul 4y
el (oolol Gletdly 5 Sllel s (sysls 5 i
Sheie b 4y | Lasl Vol jlzel a5 ol
SV ol il o iy, sloaelds o5 oloj b g el oo
a5 ¥l ) 5151 4 (1 B el el o0 - e

Website: http://ijme.tums.ac.ir


http://ijme.tums.ac.ir
http://dx.doi.org/10.18502/ijme.v18i21.20176
https://ijme.tums.ac.ir/article-1-6944-en.html

[ Downloaded from ijme.tums.ac.ir on 2025-11-30 ]

[ DOI: 10.18502/ijme.v18i21.20176 ]

P oJluboJLaog|/\oJ9>g|Fodeu‘Ul_,:,IuS.&_}ﬁéuu 9 FUSI

1.

Ranjbar M, Rahimi MK, Heidari E, et al.
What factors influence couples’ decisions
to have children? Evidence from a
systematic  scoping review. BMC
Pregnancy Childbirth. 2024; 24: 223.
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12884-024-
06385-3

Mills M, Rindfuss RR, McDonald P, te

Velde E. ESHRE Reproduction and

Society Task Force. Why do people
postpone parenthood? Reasons and social
policy incentives. Hum Reprod Update.
2011 Nov-Dec;17(6):848-60. doi:
10.1093/humupd/dmr026. Epub 2011 Jun
7. PMID: 21652599; PMCID:
PMC3529638.

Benatar D. Better never to have been: the
harm of coming into existence. New York:
Oxford University Press; 2006.
Blackshaw BP. Applying Pascal’s Wager
to Procreation. SOPHIA. 2024 August 9.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11841-024-
01039-5

Khoshdel Rohani M, Dehghan Simakani
R. The Virtue of Not Being; Reviewing
and Criticizing of Benatar’s Approach of
Avoiding Ethical Preference of Not Being.
Iranian Journal of Medical Ethics and
History of Medicine. 2018; 11 :448-459
[in Persian]

Rahimi F, Yazdani N, and Alavi F.
Pathology of pessimistic views on
childbearing. In First National Conference
on Exploring  Population  Growth
Strategies and Its Impact on the Future
Generation,  September 12, 2024,
Maragheh, Iran 2024 (pp. 891- 907).
University of Maragheh.
https://civilica.com/doc/2123430
Bengtson V L, Putney N M, Harris S.
Families and faith. Oxford University
Press; 2013

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

&b
McMahan J. Asymmetries in the morality
of causing people to exist. In MA Roberts
& DT Wasserman (Eds.), Harming future
persons. international library of ethics,
law, and the new medicine, vol 35.
Springer; 2009: 49-68
Jackson E. Teaching & Learning Guide
for: The relationship between belief and
credence. Philosophy Compass. 2020;
15(6),e12668;.
Spears D. The Asymmetry of population
ethics: experimental social choice and
dual-process moral reasoning. Economics
& Philosophy. 2020; 36(3): 435-454.
https://doi.org/10.1017/s02662671190002
21
Narveson J. Utilitarianism and New
Generations. Mind. 1967; 76 (30): 62-72;
DOI:
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/mind/L XXVI.30
1.62
Harman E. Can We Harm and Benefit in
Creating?  Philosophical Perspectives.
2004; 18, Ethics: 89-113.
Savulescu J, Kahane G. The Moral
Obligations to Create Children with the
Best Chance of the Best Life. Bioethics.
2009; 23 (5): 274-290; DOI
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/1.1467-
8519.2008.00687.x
Glover J. Causing Death and Saving Lives.
London: Penguin; 1977
Hare RM. Possible People. In RM Hare
(Ed.), Essays on Bioethics. Oxford: OUP;
1996: 67-83
Magni SF. Person-affecting Procreative
Beneficence. Phenomenology and Mind.

2020; 19(19):124.
http://journals.openedition.org/phenomen
ology/570

Parfit D. Rights, Interests and Possible
People. In H Kuhse & P Singer (Eds.),

Website: http://ijme.tums.ac.ir


http://ijme.tums.ac.ir
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12884-024
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11841-024
https://civilica.com/doc/2123430
https://doi.org/10.1017/s02662671190002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/mind/LXXVI.30
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1467
http://journals.openedition.org
http://dx.doi.org/10.18502/ijme.v18i21.20176
https://ijme.tums.ac.ir/article-1-6944-en.html

[ Downloaded from ijme.tums.ac.ir on 2025-11-30 ]

[ DOI: 10.18502/ijme.v18i21.20176 ]

9135 18 oule LKL ,8USI JUsiwl §MEDB] g 2 o8 4b piwl ¢

18.

19.

20.

21.

Bioethics An  Anthology. Oxford:
Blackwell; 1976: 369-375.

DeGrazia D. Is it wrong to impose the
Harms of human life? A reply to Benatar.
Theoretical Medicine and Bioethics. 2010;
31 (4):317-331.

Kant, I. Groundwork of the Metaphysics of
Morals (M. Gregor, Trans.). 2™ ed.
Cambridge University Press; 2012
Avicenna. AI-Shifa’: al-llahiyyat. Revised
by H Hanzadeh Amoli. Qom: Intisharat
Daftar Tablighat IslamT; 1996 [in Arabic]
Mulla Sadra. Al-Hikma al-Muta ‘aliya f7 al-
Asfar al-"Aqliyya al-Arba‘a (known as
Asfar). Beirut: Dar Thya' al-Turath; 1981

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

[in Arabic]

Tusi N. Tajrid al-I1tigad. Edited by MJ
Hosseini Jalali, Qom: Maktabat al-i‘lam
al-Islamt; 1986 [in Arabic].

Javadi Amoli A. Tasnim. vol. 8. Qom: Esra
International Foundation for Revealed
Sciences; 2009 [in Persian].

Razi F. Muhassal. Edited by H Atai.
Amman: Dar al-Razi; 1991 [in Arabic].
Mulla Sadra. Al-Mabda’ Wa Al-Ma‘ad.
Edited by J. Ashtiyani. Tehran: Islamic
Institute for Research in Philosophy; 1975
[in Arabic].

Hurka T. Value and population size.
Ethics. 1983; 93: 496-507.

Website: http://ijme.tums.ac.ir


http://ijme.tums.ac.ir
http://dx.doi.org/10.18502/ijme.v18i21.20176
https://ijme.tums.ac.ir/article-1-6944-en.html

[ Downloaded from ijme.tums.ac.ir on 2025-11-30 ]

Iranian Journal of Medical Ethics and History of Medicine, 2025, Volume 18, Article 21

Origimall Article

—

A Critique of Blackshaw’s Ethical Argument Against Procreation

Amir Rastin Toroghi*!

1. Assistant professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theosophy, Faculty of Theology and Islamic Studies,
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran.

Received: 07 June 2025
Accepted: 08 November 2025
Published: 22 November 2025

*Corresponding Author

Amir Rastin Toroghi

Address: Room No. Al34, Faculty of
Theology and Islamic Studies, Ferdowsi
University of Mashhad, Azadi Square,
Mashhad, Khorasan Razavi, Iran.

Postal Code : 9177948974

Tel: 98 51 38 80 59 29

Email: arastin@um.ac.ir

Citation to this article:
Rastin  Toroghi A. A critique of
blackshaw’s ethical argument against
procreation. Iranian Journal of Medical
Ethics and History of Medicine. 2025;
18:Article number: 21.

DOI: 10.18502/ijme.v18i21.20176

Abstract

Recent decades have witnessed a decline in birth rates and a growing trend
toward voluntary childlessness, phenomena reflected in emerging ethical
theories such as antinatalism. This study critically analyzed one of the most
prominent arguments in this domain—Bruce Blackshaw’s “Applying
Pascal’s Wager to Procreation.” Inspired by Pascal’s Wager and
McMahan’s Asymmetry Principle, Blackshaw argues that since a child may
one day lose faith and face eternal torture, procreation is morally
impermissible, regardless of the low probability of such an outcome. He
concludes that moral responsibility requires individuals to avoid
reproduction altogether, either through celibacy or sterilization. This study
critiqued Blackshaw’s argument from three perspectives: (1) its implausible
implications, such as generalizing to all moral decisions and disruption of
everyday life; (2) foundational critiques by moral philosophers who reject
asymmetry principle; and (3) incompatibility with theological foundations,
particularly within the Islamic tradition, such as the neglect of key
considerations including the moral responsibility of children, the
educational role of parents, and the diverse interpretations of eternal
damnation. From an Islamic perspective, procreation is not a hazard but
rather part of the prophetic tradition, human nature, and the wise design of
creation. Birth is seen as a gateway to development, choice, and proximity
to God.

Keywords: Bioethics, Reproductive ethics, Procreation, Contraception,
Reproductive sterilization, Antinatalism.
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